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March 2020 

West Linton St Andrew’s 
Parish Church 

Scottish Charity No SC003938 

From our Interim Minister … 

There is a saying which has popped up in various situations and films in 

recent times attributed to a variety of people such as John Lennon: 

“Everything will be okay in the end. If it's not okay, then it's not the 

end.”  Perhaps it has been on my mind, or I have been more susceptible 

to it, when thinking of this period of Interim Ministry. 

Our recent gathering of congregations with the Transition Support 

group drew together our work and thinking over the past 18 months 

(copies of the report are available in church for members who would 

like one) and drew to an end this part of our journey.  It indicates the 

commitment and participation of so many in working through various 

issues and discovering a different perspective on being and living 

together within our congregations and across our linkage.  It has 

proven positive and engaging for all who have participated in the 

process. For some there is a sense of completion, for some a sense of 

partial completion but a positive step forward, while for some having 

no definitive conclusion leaves a little anxiety.  What is clear is that it 

has been and remains an important part of our journey: a journey that 

will continue and require similar commitment and participation always 

in the hope and trust that there is an aspect which is outwith our 

control, while accepting that which is. 

I, and others, noted such a different atmosphere of relationship and 

trust and openness at our recent meeting to that which we experienced 
(Continued on page 2) 
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over a year ago.  That is to be recognised and embraced while 

acknowledgement of this has spread to the wider community, made 

possible by everyone’s engagement with and commitment to the 

process.  However, we are aware that required energy, openness and a 

willingness to listen to and trust the voices of others, does not end with 

the end of Interim Ministry.  If we have learned anything it is that 

relationships rarely just happen, but have to be formed, nurtured, 

nourished and given time and space to grow.  Just as in a marriage or a 

family, similarly in church relationships require working at. 

This is so important now that we begin to draw this period to a close 

and enter a new age both locally and nationally in church life.  What we 

do know now is that we begin closer links with our neighbours in Upper 

Tweeddale with the main focus of ensuring Christian Community lives 

and thrives in each place while sharing in the sustaining and nourishing 

and resourcing of that.  We have so often begun a new stage of church 

life beginning by counting the number of clergy and the number of 

buildings and numbers on the bank balance sheet, whereas here we 

begin by focussing on Christian community – where it is how it 

functions and building on that.  This is a different way of moving 

forward under the grace of God and in the footsteps of Jesus, but it 

would seem to be a first step placed in God’s purpose rather than our 

own security.  That is risky, but exciting.  

I will remain with you for a few months yet until June, committed to 

building the trust and understanding we have developed as we advance 

conversations across the new linkage. In the meantime I journey with 

you in the faith that “Everything will be okay in the end. If it's not okay, 

then it's not the end.” 

 
Stewart McPherson 

(Continued from page 1) 



3 

 

Our New Presbytery Plan 
Conversations with Upper Tweeddale 
 

Our conversations with Upper Tweeddale Parishes (Broughton, Skirling, 

& Tweedsmuir) began as part of Presbytery’s desire to explore different 

possibilities for the future of the church in this part of the Borders.  The 

proposal, which was agreed by Presbytery, affirmed by the Presbytery 

Planning Task Group (at national level) will now be consolidated at the 

March meeting of Melrose & Peebles Presbytery.  This is to create a new 

‘linkage’ of our three congregations with the three congregations in 

Upper Tweeddale.  This means each congregation retains its own Kirk 

Session, financial responsibility, local governance and mission etc but 

share a minister and some other aspects.  This is different to a Basis of 

Union, when there would be one Kirk Session and one Bank Account 

while maintaining separate worship and congregational life.  It is our 

desire and intent to shape a future where congregational identity 

remains while we seek to share resources in a broader, supportive, and 

fruitful way.  As one person said, “Cherish togetherness; cherish 

individuality”. 

A Basis of Linking will be drawn up and agreed over areas such as sharing 

of a Minister of Word & Sacrament; other staffing requirements; 

provision of the manse; ways of governance such as Joint Kirk Session 

meetings; Creating a Parish Profile; forming a Nominating Committee 

and other things.   

Most of all it is important to begin to create relationships and see how 

best we can work together and share resources, while retaining the 

identity of each community and congregation.  To begin this, the Session 

Clerks from all the churches met along with myself and the Interim 

Moderator of Upper Tweeddale, Calum MacDougal.  At this meeting we 

simply shared such things as each other’s story, a little about each 

congregation, how our Kirk Sessions functioned, and how Worship 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Leaders were utilised.  This really was a ‘getting to know you’ gathering.  

We arranged a follow up meeting which, unfortunately, was postponed 

due to the snow on the chosen evening, so have rearranged that for 

early in March.   

The idea is that we will be involving people from across the 

congregations in working towards this new partnership and keeping 

everyone informed from the beginning.  We did acknowledge that we 

cannot move at the pace of the most impatient who wants everything 

done tomorrow, but neither can we wait on the most hesitant or we 

may never move at all.  Change, as we have often said, is not easy, is 

often anxious, but can be enlivening, while it is certainly the inevitable 

reality we face. 

I write this on the day I heard Colin Herd preach in St Andrew’s about 

change, transformation, and transfiguration as something which is at 

times terrifying, but also the only thing that leads to the fullness of the 

glory God desires for us.  The closer we keep to God in planning, practice 

and prayer, then we can trust we will be led to the end he has in store 

for us.  “Everything will be okay in the end.  If it's not okay, then it's not 

the end.” 

Stewart McPherson 

(Continued from page 3) 

Feedback … 

It is always good to hear that the Newsletter has been read.  Following last 

month’s, another verse to the ‘poem’ on the Tater People has been offered. 

Some of us have done our bit 

But now we are compelled to sit 

And watch others do the jobs we did 

In days gone bye. 

So we are forced to be, “Speck Taters” - (reluctantly). Sheila Black 



5 

 

The Guild … 

With renewed interest in recognising the benefits of pilgrimage, and 

the development of pilgrim routes in this country, we in the Guild felt 

that we would make a pilgrimage of our own.   So, for our next meeting 

on Wed 25th March, we are planning to walk to St Giles Cathedral in 

Edinburgh, with a little help from our bus passes en-route.   We’ll then 

have a spot of lunch before continuing on our pilgrimage home again.   

As all Guilds across the country, we are following this year’s theme of 

‘Companions on the Way’, and are always ready to welcome any new 

person to join our small group of travellers!  

Margaret Habeshaw   

Fairtrade  Fortnight … 
 

What do tea, coffee, chocolate, fruit juice and bananas have in 

common?  Your answer might be, none can be grown or produced in 

this country.  Another might be that they were some of the first items 

to be identified by Traidcraft as carrying the Fairtrade logo.  This logo 

means that those who produce the items are actually given a fair price 

for their work.  As this idea of reducing poverty world-wide gathered 

pace, the Fairtrade Foundation grew from Traidcraft into the 

multifaceted organisation it is today.  More information can be found 

at www.fairtrade.org.uk.            

Fair Trade Fortnight which highlights this work runs this year from 24th 

February until 8th March.  Could you too assist  in poverty reduction by 

seeking the Fairtrade logo on items in your weekly shop?  Every little 

helps, and those who grow and produce these items will be very 

appreciative and say ‘thank you’. 

Helen Bruce 

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/
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Dates for your Diary … 

Stated Annual Meeting of the Congregation 

The Stated Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held after the 
service on Sunday 8th March.  The accounts for 2019 will be presented.  
We will also be reviewing the change of time of our Sunday service.  If 
you have a view on this you can have your say in the discussion. 

 

Carlops  

Soup Lunch    March 25th from 12 Noon 

Coffee Drop-in/Fairtrade March 28th from 10 am 

Graveyard Survey … 

In the spring of 2019, members of Biggar Archaeology  Group, with the 

support of West Linton Historical Association, surveyed St Andrew’s 

churchyard and mapped the location of gravestones. 

This survey data has been combined with information from two 

previous reports in 1972 and 2002.  An index of the recorded surnames 

is included with details of all legible inscriptions. 

A copy of the new survey has been donated to St Andrew’s and a 

further copy has been made for display in the church and is available in 

the ‘Coffee Corner’. 

The information recorded provides an intriguing picture of the life of 

this community from the late 17th century until fairly recent times.  An 

additional page is a copy of  “Thomas Walker’s book for the funerals in 

West Linton Churchyard from September 1st 1869 until February 1st 

1872”.  Many of these do not have headstones but the details recorded 

give an invaluable description of the lives of those who called this place 

home. 

Marion Moore 
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CoSY Café 

New Church Hall 
2.00 pm to 4.00 pm 

6th March 

20th March 

3rd April 

 

Prayer Focus Group 

Old Church Hall 

9.30am to 10.00am 

4th March 

1st  April 

Baby Brunch 

Old Church Hall - Fridays  

9.00am to 12.00 noon 
 

(During school term time) 

What’s on this month ... 

Guid Blethers 

Old Church Hall 

2.00 pm to 3.30 pm 

11th March 

“Shetland Sheep” 

25th March 

“Early Learners” 

The next session of Messy Church is on: 

1st March - Messy Spring - 4-6 pm 

Location: New Church Hall, West Linton. 

  

7.30-9pm 

Thursday evenings 

5th March to 2nd April 

New Church Hall, West Linton 

 

Led by Nick Bowry & Stewart McPherson 

Week 1  Film ‘The Way’ (Itill around 9.30) 

Week 2  Travellers’ Tales 

Week 3  Travelling Alone 

Week 4  Travelling Companions 

Week 5  Travelling Light 
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Door Duties 

March  D Green Choir 

  C Herd Main  

  H Bruce Gallery (£) 

April  J Dripps Choir (£) 

  A Lyon Main 

  M Jack Gallery 

Welcome and Readers 

March   1st Christine Leith 

    8th Christine Leith 

  15th Jean McNab 

  22nd Jean McNab 

  29th Mary Turnbull 

April    5th Mary Turnbull 

  12th Steven Whalley 

  19th Steven Whalley 

  26th Helen Dry 

Drivers 

March Driver 1 Robert Wilson 

 01968 660121 

 Driver 2 Michael Knott 

 0168 660977 

April Driver 1 Robert Higgins 

 01968 660629 

 Driver 2 Kate Dykes 

 01968 660247 

Services March 

 West Linton 11.30 am Carlops 10.00 am Newlands 10.00 am 

1st Murray Campbell Rev Chris Levison Murray Campbell 

8th Rev Stewart McPherson Mary McElroy Rev Stewart McPherson 

15th Kevin Scott Rev Stewart McPherson Kevin Scott 

22nd Rev Nancy Norman Rev Nancy Norman Rev Stewart McPherson 

29th Steven Whalley Colin Herd David Henderson-Howat 

Flower Donations - March 
Flower Fund 

Margaret Benington 
Sheila Black 
Ruth Herd 

Arranged by Ruth Herd 
 

Flower Donations - April 
Chris Whittemore 

Flower Fund (Easter) 
Margaret Ramsay 

Julie Jackson (Communion) 

Arranged by Flower Team 

Material for the April Newsletter should be submitted to the editor 

by  Monday 24th March 2020.  The April issue will be available on 

29th March. Copy to Colin Herd: email:  newsletter@standrews-

westlinton.org.  Please include ‘Newsletter’ in the subject of your email. 


